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How to create Audio Feedback  

Audio innovation not only supports academic practice, it changes it! 

What is digital audio? 

Digital audio files (usually in the format .mp3 or .wav) enable sound to be stored or played on a computer or mobile device and 

shared electronically with others. Such files may be single files, or part of a regular series to which users can subscribe 

(podcasts). 

Why consider using audio feedback? 

Research highlights various advantages in providing audio feedback to students: 

1. Providing feedback in different media reinforces the message and gives students a more personal learning experience. 
2. High-level and complex learning can be enhanced by two-way dialogic feedback.  
3. Students react favourably to the personal and sensory nature of audio feedback. 
4. The JISC ‘Sounds Good’ project found that it is possible to give richer feedback to students and save assessors’ time by 

using audio feedback. 

Examples of use of audio feedback 

Here are some examples of how tutors and lecturers are using audio feedback to students:   

1. Making assessment a learning experience: Leeds Metropolitan University. Case study 3 in the JISC publication “Effective 
Practice in a Digital Age”: http://www.jisc.ac.uk/media/documents/publications/effectivepracticedigitalage.pdf 

2. Papers from the “A Word in Your Ear Conference”, University of Sheffield, 18 December 2009: 
http://research.shu.ac.uk/lti/awordinyourear2009/papers.html 

What hardware is recommended? 

You can record an audio file directly on your computer, using various software packages mentioned in the next section. 

1. Get a good headset with microphone attached (less than £10). 
2. If you need to do recordings on the move, you can use a hand-held recorder, e.g. SONY ICD-UX80 (about £100). It records 

files in mp3 format, and plugs into a USB port to upload files to a computer. 

What software is recommended? 

You can distribute audio files in various ways. 

1. WebLearn has a ‘Podcast tool’ which allows you to upload, store and distribute existing audio and Powerpoint files. 
2. Audacity (free) allows you to record and edit audio files on your computer, and save them in .wav or .mp3 formats. 
3. Powerpoint allows you to insert audio commentaries for each slide. 
4. Wimba voice email allows you to record and send an audio email message. 
5. Camtasia (free), GING (free) and Captivate (not free) are some of many software programmes which allow you to capture 

screen demonstrations with audio commentary. 
6. Adobe Connect Pro (formerly Breeze) allows you to add audio to your Powerpoint slideshow and stream it to users. 

Useful websites 

The following websites provide useful information about teaching and learning projects which incorporate the use of audio 
feedback, or other resources on the topic. 

1. JISC ‘Sounds Good’ project: Quicker, better assessment using audio feedback. http://www.soundsgood.org.uk. The site 
includes podcasts reporting on the progress of the project, and downloads such as good practice tips (recommended to be 

read in conjunction with this guide). 
2. Wimba Voice: facilitates and promotes vocal instruction, collaboration, coaching and assessment 

http://www.wimba.com/products/wimba_voice/ 
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